ét khong phai chi
la mét ngay &,
Tét kéo dai téi ba
ngay. O ving thén
qué, Tét kéo dai ca
tuin l&. Nhung nhiing
stia soan cho Tét da bit dau
tit nhiéu thdng trude dé.

Tét khong phai chi la ngay
nim mdi nhu § Hoa Ky ma gém
3 ngay quan trong: Nam mdi,
Lé Ta on va ngay sinh nhat.

Nam méi: D6i tif nam nay
qua ndm téi. V6i nhiing hiia hen
t6t cho mét nim mdi.

Lé Ta On: Sau méy mua dai
cuc nhoc, ngudi lam rudng cang
nhu d4t dai cAn nghi ngoi dé€ an
miing mua git Moi ngudi c6 vé
nha dé¢ an miing chung vdi gia
dinh.

Ngay sinh nhét: Dén ngay
d4u nim, moi ngudi déu ting
thém mot tudi. Pay cang la dip
céc em nho dugc quin 4o mdi,
dugc tién li xi hay dugc qua.

Trude kia nguoi Viét Nam
thuong khong in ming Lé Ta
On hay sinh nhét.

(VIETNAMESE NEW YEAR)

VU THAN VINH

TET PEN VAO NGAY NAO

Trong Am Lich, ngy diu
nam roi vao gitta hai tuin chét
cta thing Giéng va ba tuin diu
ctia thing Hai. Ngay d4u nim
sap t6i sé la ngay thd hai, hai
muoi sdu thang Giéng nim hai
ngan € chin (nim con Tréu).

Vilangay ddu nim trong Am
Lich, nguéi Viét Nam va ngudi
Trung Hoa dn miing cing moét
ngay. Nhung ngudi Trung Hoa
qua diy sém hon ngusi Viét
Nam, nén nhiéu ngudi Hoa Ky
thudng nhic t6i ngay Tét nhu
ngay ddu nim ctia ngudi Trung
Hoa.

TRUGC TET

Vai thdng trude Tét:

Nguoi ta dén tiém may dé do
may 40 mdi, quin mdi, do dai
mdi, gidy méi guée mdi (do dai
va gudc la trang phuc chinh cia
ngudi dan ba Viét Nam. Gudc
lam bing g, son nhi¢u mau rit
dep).

Nhiing ngudi chin nuéichon
nhiing con heo, ga dé mang dén

nhing thanh phé 16n mét hay
hai tuin trudc Tét.

Nhiing ngudi trong hoa sang
ciy hoa vao chiu, sin sang boc
gidy mau dé mang dén nhiing
chg hoa khi gan dén ngay Tét.

C)ng Noi, 6ng Ngoai da cit
got va chim séc binh hoa thuy
tien d€ hoa ng diung gio Giao
Thura.

Nhiing Ba Ngoai, Me, Vo va
con gai trong gia dinh bit dau
don dep nha va ban vé nhiing
mon an cho ngay Tét.

Nhan vién tu s& va cdng sG
va ngay ci nhing ngudi linh da
xin phép dé vé nha in Tét vdi gia

dinh.

CUOI NAM

Moi ngudi ¢6 ging lam cho
xong moi viéc:

Ngudi ta sé trd hét tién ng.

Mua sim hét nhing thi cin
thiét béi vi nim méi dé mang
tién vé chit khong phai dé tiéu
tién ra.

Ngudi ta sé son nha, son ctia,
stta mdi nha, stra hang rao.
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Ngudi ta sé ra thaim nhiing
nghia trang ctia gia dinh dé son
phin mo, rtta tAm bia, nhé cé va
trong thém nhiing ciy hoa.

Hang xuéng ¢6 lam cho xong
nhiing mén hang ngudi ta da
dit mua.

Coéng s¢ ¢6 lam cho xong
nhiing cong viéc da dy dinh.

Nhiing buéi tiéc Tit Nién
dugc t6 chic khip noi trude
khi cong s6 va trudng hoc déng
ctia. Hang tu hay vin phong béc
si treo bang dn Tét. Chi ¢6 chg,
nha thuong va co quan quin doi
la khong déng cra.

Ngay 23 ctia thang cudi nim,
rit nhiéu gia dinh lam d6 in dé
cing dua Ong Tio (6ng thin
ctia nh bép) vé Troi dé bdo cdo
véi Ong Trdi vé nhiing chuyén
cta gia dinh.

Vai tuin chét trude ngay cudi
nim céc chg rdt dong ngudi.
Ngudi ta rit ban rén mua sim
cho gia dinh.

R6i chi trong mét ngay, tit ci
céc chg cang khong con ai. Moi
ngudi déu vé nha dé don Giao
Thira.

GIAO THUA (GIAO: CHO
PI, THUA: PON NHAN):

Ntta dém, dua nim ca di, don
nim mdi dén.

Vai gio trudc Giao Thira,
nhting ngudi trong nha mic
quin 40 méi dé di chua. G chua,
cdc dngba sé ciu xin v6i Phat dé
xin dugc stic khde, may min va
phit tai. Céac cha me sé ciu xin
cho céc con ctiaho ngoan va hoc
gioi. Cac vo ctia linh sé ciu xin
cho chéng ctia ho duge binh an.
Céc nguoi doc than sé ciu xin

dé dugc gip nguoi thich hop

va cic ngudi con tré, khi cha
me¢ ho khéong dé y, sé 1én nhin
nhiing ngudi tré khic.

Dbé biét chuyén gi sé xay ra
trong nim mdi, nhiéu ngusi sé
xin xdm. Ho cAm hép xim, x6c¢
dén khi mét thé xAm rét ra. Thé
xam nay c6 san con s6 va nguoi
xin xAm sé dén mot cdi ban
dé tm mot cudn gidy c6 cung
con s6. Trén t& gidy nay sé ghi
nhiing 16i dodn vé tuong lai.

T chua, nguoi ta sé hdi
nhing canh ciy c6 nhiéu l4
xanh. Nhing canh ciy nay
tugng trung cho tudi tré, sy
16n manh, sy tién bo. Ngusi ta
s¢ cin than canh git dé vé nha.
Néu ngudsi nao khong nhan
viéc xong dit (nguosi ddu tién
budc vio nha sau Giao Thira)
s¢ phai vé nha trude ntra dém.
Ngudi nhén viéc xong dit sé
phai vé nha ngay sau ntra dém.

Dbung Giao Thtia, ngudi ta
go chuéng, dinh tréng, nhung
tiéng phdo d6t vang qua khap
thanh phé sé danh ddu phut
thiéng liéng nhét trong nam.
Moi ngudi, ti gidu cho dén
ngheo déu cing dén miing nim
mdi. Tét ma khong c6 phao
thi cang nhu trin d4 banh ma
khong c6 nguoi dén xem.

Sau Giao Thira, ngudi diu
tién budc vao nha thuong la
ngudi cha, ngudi cha gia dinh.
Nhiing ngudi khac cua gia
dinh mic quin 4o mdi, trang
trong cho 6ng trong nha. Néu
cha me ctia 6ng con s6ng, dng
s¢ dén dé chuc cha me 6ng
dugc manh khoe va vui. Roi
vg ctia ong sé chic dng manh
khoe, phédt tai, thing quan

tién chitc (promotion) va vui.

Xuan nay
con chua ve

Thém mot mua xuin niia
Con chiia vé thiam me

Dt khdch budn, ngdi vong
tiong cd hriong

Nhang khdi lanh vao

chiéu 30 Tét

Vi chiéu nay con ciing

phii lén dwong

Lo sinh ké cho chuii

ngay budn té.

Con khong quén nhiing ngay
xudn dat me

Ciy mai vang né rj trudc
sén nha

Cha khéo cit ting canh, ting
nhdnh dep

Chung vao binh dé

ciing lay ong ba

Me ling xdng chay lo ndi
binh tét

Dé kip gio cing lam lé

vdi cha.

Chiéu 30 1¢t, chiu con té tuu
Vang tiéng cudi, sau lé rudc
ong ba

Hinh dnh dd, ngay nay con
khong cé

Chi mo vé déit me bé bo xa
Ngdi vong tdng, roi budn
noi x1t la

Don xudn vé, chi cé mot
minh con

Nhé qud di théi, nhiing tiéng
cuoi gion

Ctia con chiu xum xoe

mau do mdi

Dd mit di, mdt ba ba

ndm roi

Con budn, buon qua! Me
Viét Nam oi!

SONG AN CHAU

GA, chiéu xuin dit khich

2009 @ XUANKY SUU @ 55



Ong ciing sé chic vg 6ng nhu
viy nhung khoéng chic thing
quan tién chtic vi phan l6n dan
ba Viét Nam & nha khong di
lam. Nguoi chéng sé dua cho
vg tién li xi trong phong bao
mau d6 dé€ chic may man. Cac
con ctia 6ng tiing ngudi sé dén
chic 6ng nhiing diéu t6t. Ong
sé chuc lai cdc con ctia 6ng hay
in, chéng l6n, ngoan va hoc
gioi. Roi dng sé cho céc con ctia
ong tién i xi.

Gia dinh ¢ thé nho ngusi
khéc x6ng d4t. Nguoi nay c6 thé
thanh cong, ndi tiéng, gidu, gioi,
c6 dia vi. Nguoi nay ¢6 thé mang
lai may min cho cigiadinh trong
nam t6i. Trong trudng hop nay,
ngudi cha sé vé nha trude Giao
Thuta d€ cung véi gia dinh cho
ngudi khach qui vi nguei khach
s¢ phéi x6ng ¢ nha 6ng ta trude
khi dén x6ng dit cho gia dinh
nay.

Sau khi chtc va cho tién i xj,
ngudi cha sé¢ dén ban tho Phét
va ban tho T6 Tién. Nguoi cha
s¢ d6t vai ciy nhang, cui lay va
moi Phat va T8 Tién vé véi gia
dinh d¢ dn nhiing d6 in clng.
Ngudi cha sé cim on Phat va
T6 Tién da pht ho cho gia dinh
va ciu xin may main va stic khoe
trong nim mdi. Trén ban thy,
thudng cé hoa, nudc tra, trai
ciy va nhting dia nhé d6 an nhu
mién ga, binh chung, binh day,
gio, cha qué, mit, hat dua... vin
van.

Gia dinh sé in bita in téi rit
tré ndy v6i nhitng mén dn ma ho
da cang trén ban ths. An xong,
nguoi ta uéng tra néng va dn
mut hay hat dua trong khi tro
truyén.

Nhiéu ngudi khong mudn
ngu trong lic nay nén rt nhau
tht may min trong ¢ bac.
Khi danh bai hay nhing tro
choi khéc, ngudi ta muén mua
vui nhiéu hon 12 muén thing.
Nguoi ta thuong dit tién it
thoi, nhung nhi¢u ngudi choi
v6i nhau, tuoi cudi vui vé. Tién
danh bai nay thuong la tién ho
méi duogc i xi.

NAM MOI

NGAY MUNG MOT
TET:

Nhiing ngudi dan ba trong
gia dinh ddy s6m d¢ nidu d6 in
dé 1én ban tho. Ngudi ta sé dot
nhang.

Ong Noi Ong Ngoai sé ra coi
hoa Thay Tién da ng chua. Gia
dinh sé cung & ban tho réi d6 dn
s¢ dugc mang ra an.

Cha, Me¢ va mét vai ngudi
con sé stta soan di chic Tét.

Trong ngay mung mot nay
ngudi ta di chiuc Tét nhiing
ngudi 16n trong gia dinh cua
ngudi cha nhu Ong No6i, cic
Béc. Nguoi ta cung di chuc Tét
cha me ctia nguoi vg. Ngudi ta
khoéng muén quén di chac Teét
nhiing ngudi ma ho phai dén
trong ngay nay nhung ho cing
khéng muén di thim nhing
ngudi khong dinh trude. Ngusi
16n chic Tét cho nhau. Tré con
lai duogc tién li xi.

NGAY MUNG HAI TET:

Ngay nay dé di chuc Tét
nhiting ngudi [6n trong gia dinh
ctia ngudi me. Ong Cha, Thiy
Co, ban thin hay ling giéng gin.
Thém tién li xi.

NGAY MUNG BA TET:

Ngay dé di thim nhing

ngudi it quan trong hon hay
nhiing ban khong thén.

Trong ngay mung ba Tét,
ngudi ta cing do dn trén ban ths
dé dua T8 Tién vé Troi. Va cang
cing dé dén Ong Tio tif trén
Troi trd vé nha.

Trong ba ngay Tét nay, cing
c6 ngudi trong gia dinh phai
mic quéin 4o dep d€ cho nhiing
nguoi khich dén chuc Tét. Dé
dén miing khach, nha nao cang
¢ nudc tra néng, hat dua, mit,
thudc 14 va bia hay rugu. Dé lam
dep nha, ngudi ta phai cé nhiing
canh hoa hay chau hoa dao, hoa
mai, hoa thuy tién. ]

NGAY MUNG BON
TET:

Nhing cong chiic di lam tré
lai nhiing thay gido va c6 gido
van dugc nghi vi cac trudng hoc
con dong ctra ca tuln.

Chg va hang xuéng bat diu
md ctlia.

NGAY MUGI LAM TET:

Rit nhiéu ngudi sé di chua
dé cau xin va ctung d¢€ in miing

ngay Rim théng Giéng.

VAI TAP TUC

Trong ba ngay Tét, ngusi
ta phai vui vé véi ngudi khéc.
Khong duge gidn dw, khong
dugc khé chiu néu khong ho sé
gian di khé chiu sudt nim. Me
chong va con dau sé vui vé véi
nhau. Anh em khéng dugc dinh
nhau. Vg chong khong dugc cai
16n. Khéng dugc gidn di, khong
dugc buon.

Trong ba ngay Tét nay khong
dugc quét nha hay mang ric ra
khoi nha néu khoéng sé bi t6n
kém tién bac trong sudt nim
méi.m
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et is not a day, it’s
an event that lasts
3 days. However
the  preparation
for Tet starts several
months in advance
and in the country side,
Tet could last for a week.

Tet is not just New Year Day
as in the Western world but a
combination of 3 important
days together New Year Day,
Thanksgiving Day and Birth-
day.

New Year Day. Change from
one year to another. With all
those resolutions for a new
year.

Thanksgiving Day: After
long seasons of hard works,
farmers and the land now can
rest and celebrate the harvest.
Everyone is trying to return
home to celebrate together with
the family.

Birthday: Every one is one
year older. This is also when
children get new clothes, mon-
ey or gifts.

Note that untl recently,
Vietnamese do not celebrate

Thanksgiving or birthday.

WHEN IS TET

In Lunar calendar the New
Year day generally falls in be-
tween the last two weeks of Jan-
uary and the first three weeks
of February. The coming Tet
will be on Monday 01/26/2009
(the year of Buffalo).

Since Tet is the New Year
day from Lunar calendar, the
Vietnamese and Chinese would
celebrate the same day. How-
ever the Chinese has been here
much earlier than the Vietnam-
ese, most American would refer
to this day as Chinese New Year
day.

(VIETNAMESE NEW YEAR)

PRE-TET

For several months before
Tet,

People would go to the tai-
lor shop to get measured for
new shirt, new pants, new
suit, new ao dai (tradition long
dress), new shoes, and new guoc
(painted wooden sandal tradi-
tion foot wear for ladies).

Farmers would select pigs,
chickens to bring to the markets
in the cities about a week or two
before the New Year.

Nurseries would transfer
flower plants to pots, ready to
wrap with colorful paper to
bring to the flower market when
time comes

Grand fathers would start
trimming, controlling the tem-
perature his Chinese narcissus
pots so they would bloom right
at Giao Thua.
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Grand mothers, Mothers,
Wives and daughters would
start cleaning the house and dis-
cuss what to cook.

Workers in both private and
governmentsectorsand even the
solders would submit requests
to go home to an Tet (spend the
holiday) with the family.

TAT NIEN
(END OF THE YEAR)

Everyone is trying to finish
up loose ends:

People would pay off debt

Complete any spending
plans since the new year is to
bring money in not to spend it
out.

They would paint the house,
varnish the door, fix the roof,
and mend the fence.

They would visit the family
graves to paint the structure,
clean the marker, weed the grass
and plant some flowers.

Business would fulfill con-
tracts.

Government offices would
complete projects.

Tat Nien parties organized
everywhere before government
offices and school would close
down. Private companies, doc-
tor offices would hang up the
sign announcing closing for Tet.
Markets, hospitals and military
establishments are the only
places still alive.

On the 23rd of the last
month, many family would pre-
pare food to for a farewell party
sending the Kitchen God (The
Lares) to Heaven to report the
activities of the family.

The last few weeks before

new year is when markets would
be extremely crowded. People
are most busy shopping for the
family.

Then suddenly all markets
would be deserted. Every ones
is going home to welcome Giao

Thua.

GIAO THUA
(WATCH-NIGHT TIME)

Midnight, the transition be-
tween old and new year.

Few hours before Giao
Thua, members of the fam-
ily would dress up to go to the
temples where the elders would
pray Buddha for health, luck
and prosperity; the unmarried
would pray to have a chance to
meet his or her soul mate and
the teenager would eye each
other behind their parents’
back. Parents would pray for
their children to be good and
successful in school. Wives of
soldiers would pray for their
husband safety.

To find out how the new year
would become, many people
would consult the oracles, he
or she would hold a container
and shake it until one of the
sticks fell off. These sticks have
numbers printed on them and
the fortune seekers would go
to a bench where they can find
a scroll that match the number.
On these scrolls there would be
future predictions.

From the temple, people
would pick up some branches
with green leaves. These green
branches signify youth, grow-
ing, progressing. People would
carefully time their trip to

return home. If you are not
given the honor to be the first
foot (first to step in through
the door after Giao Thua), you
would have to be home before
midnight. If you are, you would
time your return just after mid-
night.

Right at Giao Thua, in the
temples bell would ring, drum
would beat, but fire crackers
sound would travel across the
city to mark the most sacred
moment of the year. Every ones,
from the rich to the poor would
all welcomes the new year. Tet
without fire crackers is like a
football game without the fans.

After Giao Thua, the first
person who steps into the house
usually is the father, the head
of the household. The rest of
the family, in their best clothes,
solemnly waiting for him. If his
parent are still alive, he would
come to wish them good health
and happiness. Then he would
turn to his wife who would wish
him good health, prosperity,
promotion and happiness. He
would wish her similar things
but usually without promotion
because most women are house
wives. The husband then give
her “tien li xi” (brand new lucky
money) in a “phong bao” (a
small red special envelope only
used for this occasion). He then
turns to his children, who take
turns to wish him good wishes.
He would wish them typically
“hay an” (eat well), “chong Ion”
(growing well), “ngoan” (be-
have well) “hoc gioi” (study
well) and he would give them
“tien lixi”.
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The family might prear-
ranged for someone to xong dat.
Someone who is successful, fa-
mous, rich, smart, high placed
so he would bring luck to the
whole family during the com-
ing year. In this case, the farther
would return home before mid-
night and with his family would
wait for the honor guest since
he would have to xong dat his
own family first, before coming
to fulfill the honor.

After the wishing rituals,
the father would come to the
Buddha and ancestor altar. The
father would burn several in-
cense sticks, bow and say the
prayers to the Buddha and his
ancestors, inviting them to re-
join the family, to accept meal
offerings, to thank them for
watching over the family, giving
the luck and health. He would
pray for them to continue to do
so in the new year. On the altar,
there should be flowers, nuoc
tra, fruits and small portions of
foods like chicken, beef, mien ga
(chicken vermicelli soup), banh
chung(square cake wrapped in
banana leaves, made with sweet
rice, green bean and pork),
banh day (round rice cake), gio
(boiled pork sausage), cha que
(baked cinnamon pork sau-
sage), mut (sweet sugared coat-
ed lotus seed, ginger, coconut
meat among other vegetables)
or cracking hat dua (dried, red-
dyed watermelon seed) etc..

The family would eat late
night meal with the rest of
the above offerings. Then they
would drink tra nong and eat
mut or cracking hat dua while

chattering. Most people would
not want to waste the best time
of the year sleeping so the next
step is to test their own lucks
in gambling. Playing cards or
other games, people are seeking
fun rather than winning. Small
bets, large crowd and roaring
laughs are very typical. Most of
the money is the brand new lixi
they just got earlier.

TAN NIEN (NEW YEAR)

FIRST DAY:

The ladies would wake up
early to cook and put food
on the altar. Incense sticks are
lighted up.

The elder would check to
see if the Thuy-tien flowers and
other flowers are blooming.
They would pray at the altar
then food can be served.

The parents and some of the
children prepare to go chuc Tet
(visiting to wish others well dur-
ing Tet).

This is a day that people are
careful to make their planned
visits to the elders of the father
family and to the parents of the
wife. You don’t want to miss any
ones whom you suppose to visit.
You don’t want to accidentally
visit the ones that you not sup-
pose to either. People would ex-
change wishes. Children would
get more tien li xi.

SECOND DAY:

This is the visit day for the el-
ders of the wife’s family, for boss-
es, teachers, close friends and
good neighbors. More tien li xi.

THIRD DAY:

The day to visit less important
people and not so close friends.

Food offerings on the altar,
farewell ceremony for ances-
tors returning to Heaven. Also
small ceremony to welcome the
Kitchen God back.

During these 3 days, some
members of the family would
have to dress up, ready to wel-
come visitors at any moment.
To welcome visistors, every
home would have tra nong (hot
tea), hat dua, mut, thuoc la (cig-
arettes) and some times beer or
cognac. To beautify the house,
people would have branches or
pots of hoa dao (pink cherry),
hoa mai (yellow flower), hoa
thuy-tien (white narcissus).

THE FOURTH DAY:

Many government workers
return to work except teachers
whose schools remain closed
for the whole week.

Markets and most businesses
reopen.

THE FIFTEENTH DAY:

Many would go to the tem-
ple to pray and celebrate the full
moon of the first month (Ram

thang Gieng)

SOME TRADITIONS

During these 3 days, people
must be nice to each other. Do
not show anger, do not be rude
or the omen will carry over
the rest of the year. Mother-in-
law and daughter-in-law are at
peace. Siblings are not to fight.
Couples are not to argue. Do
not show anger or sorrow.

During these 3 days, do not
sweep the floor or bringing gar-
bage out of the house or risk
loosing money throughout the
new year.m
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